Teresa S. Welsh, Ph.D. British Studies Interview (Attridge Bufton, 2015)
Interview by British Studies 2015 alumna Martha Attridge Bufton, University of Alberta, for an article, "Crossing the Pond: MLIS Students Researching in the U.K." published in Open Shelf (http://open-shelf.ca/, March 2016), updated and used by permission.
Tell me about the British Studies Program at the
University of Southern Mississippi (how long it's been running, goals, structure).
The British Studies Program at The University of Southern Mississippi is one of the oldest and largest study-abroad programs in the country and celebrated its 40th year in 2015 (www.usm.edu/news/article/british-studiesprogram-begins-40th-year-registration-underway). The University is an accredited, Carnegie RU/H (Research University/Higher Research Activity), and our program is accredited by the American Library Association.
Before I taught LIS British Studies, it was taught by Dr. Joy Greiner -I believe the last time was in summer 1996. When I began preparing to teach the course in 2006, it had been 10 years since it was last taught. I first taught the course in 2007 (Figure 1 ) and 2016 was my 10th year. In many of these years, the LIS class has been the largest in British Studies, an average of 18 students per summer.
The goals of the program are: 1) to learn about historic and modern British libraries, archives, and special collections on-site from distinguished British librarians, archivists, and information specialists 2) to conduct research on an approved topic using primary sources and other resources available in the U.K. These two goals allow students to gain a general knowledge about the collections and operations of a variety of different libraries, archives, and collections and also become a subject specialist on a specific topic related to British libraries, archives, or collections. Students earn 6 credit hours in British Studies LIS 580/587:
• LIS 580 class assignments include two scholarly book reviews from a list of recommended books and a journal (blog) of students' experiences related to class on-site lectures/guided tours and selected visits on their own to sites of interest or sites related to their research.
• LIS 587 requires an in-depth research paper using the resources of metropolitan London and/or the United Kingdom. An approved problem statement and research questions are due while in London to guide research and data collection, then the completed research paper is submitted a couple of weeks after returning to the States.
Students and faculty are headquartered at university dorms in London and Edinburgh. Class visits include day trips to Oxford and Bletchley Part, required class visits to a variety of libraries, archives, and museums, and some optional visits to specialized sites of interest. Students have time on their own, including some 3-day weekends and a mini-break of 4 days, to spend on research and to explore London and other nearby sites of interest such as Bath, Stonehenge, Winchester, or Brighton.
In 2016, there were several changes from past years. The program is now headquartered at a University of Westminster dorm, and the time frame will be during June 3 instead of July 3. Another change is that students are now furnished with an Oyster travel card for unlimited travel via tube and bus within London for one month.
Dr. Griffis and I have taught large classes together in 2014 and 2015 (Figure 2 ) but hope to teach in alternate summers at some time in the future. 2. What do you hope students take away from the program?
As an undergraduate, I had a British Studies studyabroad anthropology course on British culture and it was life-changing. Learning to find my way around London, one of the most sophisticated and metropolitan cities in the world, walking in the footsteps of Shakespeare in Stratford-upon-Avon, then seeing a production of the Royal Shakespeare Company, was the experience of a lifetime. I grew up in a rural, sheltered environment and could only dream of seeing the world I read about in books. Actually experiencing this world gave me confidence to continue in academia and set me on a path that led to a Ph.D. and to participation in international conferences.
Tell me why you decided to open up the program to Canadian LIS students.
One unique feature of British Studies is that there are no out-of-state or out-of-country fees and it enriches the program to have geographic and cultural diversity among our students. We have always been open to having Canadian students but didn't have the Canadian connections to market the program until Dr. Griffis joined our faculty, and we were very happy and excited to have our first two Canadians participate in 2015.
4. What is an unexpected benefit of working together, given that one of you is Canadian and the other is American? I can only speak from my perspective but it was wonderful to have a colleague to share the workload as well as the adventure and to discuss issues as they arose. It was also great in that one of us could lead the way for the group on our excursions, and Dr. Griffis enjoyed that role, and I could bring up the rear with the slower ones, which I enjoyed. His enthusiasm, encyclopedic knowledge, and joy in interacting with the students was both inspiring and gratifying. Lifelong bonds are created each summer among the students and between individual students and me so it was rewarding to share that with a colleague. • visiting mysterious Rosslyn Chapel outside Edinburgh with a small group of students www.rosslynchapel.com/ • touching and turning the pages of a Shakespeare's First Folio with bare hands at the National Art Gallery (a rare treat) • touching rare books such as canvas-covered medical book used aboard the HMS Bounty, a pirate's journal, and a signal book with lead weights in its spine at Greenwich Maritime Museum • watching a student find the name of his ancestors, a signer of Figure  6 ). 
